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Long— term Morphological Changes of the Old Shanghai Town: A Meso—scale Study in
Town— plan Analysis
Zhong Chong
(Center for Studies of Urban Culture . Shanghai Normal University . Shanghai. 200234)

Abstract: This paper addresses a long — term changes of old Shanghai Town ( ).
Based upon a meso—scale study in town— plan analysis which focuses on 2 complexes of plan elements
of the town: (i) streets and their arrangement in a street—system, (ii) plots named Fang ( ) and
their aggregation in street— blocks, and examinations into the early—mordern Shanghai maps, ancient
Shanghai maps in Min dynasty, and the local records about town morphology in Song and Yuan dynas-
ty, this paper provides a chronological survey of growth process of the old Shanghai town. It further
addresses issues of the characteristic plan elements of towns and cities in Jiang— nan region (

), and developmental phases of the Chinatown.

Key words: The Old Shanghai Town; Town—plan; Historical Urban Morphology; Long— term

Changes Research
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