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( BUHE U5 Table 19. Nativity of the Population for the 50 Largest
Urban Places: 1870 to 1990, Source: U. S. Bureau of the Census,
Internet Release date: March 9,1999)
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Urban Beautification and Beautified Cities: A Study of
the Urban Beautification Drive in the United Sates
in the Late 19th and Early 20th Century

CHEN Hen,BAO Hongxin
( Metropolitan Culture Research Centre, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234 , China)

Abstract: In the late 19th and the early 20th century, there appeared an urban beautification drive in the United States de—

signed to address urban problems. The appearance of this urban beautification drive was closely related to the increase of urban

population, the aggravation of environmental problems, the emergence of slums, and the seriousness of corruption. This large —

scale drive led to changes in the spatial structure of American cities,and it exerted a positive effect on the outward modifications

of inner cities in the USA. Therefore, it may be asserted that this special drive achieved the basic goal of beautifying cities.

Key words: the United States, urban beautification, public space, rejuvenation
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