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ABSTRACT: From 1960s, urban declination
occurred in many French historical city centers:
population constantly decreased, vacant house ratio
increased and social segregation was very serious,
etc. The new housing policy of 1975 aimed at the
living condition improvement, and encouraged the
social mix and economic revival on the basis of
urban heritage conservation. It played a key role in
the urban revitalization process in France, which
makes an important reference to Chinese historical
cities. This paper analyses the background, features
and effects of this housing policy, as well as the
reference points to China.
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Fig.1 Zoning of urban renovation of Paris according to the Fig.2 Urban renovation of

building investigation of 1957. An area of about 1500 ha

(1/5 of the urban area of Paris) needed to be renovated.
B1-E2% Rl kds: Jacque Lucan. Paris 100 ans de logement.
Paris: Picard, 1999,

No. 11 insalubrious
plot in Paris in 1958
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Tab.1 Transformation of the population of different secteurs in French cities (the
cardinal numer 100 is the numer of 1962)

19624F | 19684F | 19754F | 19824F | 19904F
P SR 100. 0 86. 8 69. 2 59.5 57.5
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Fig.3 Transformation of the population of different secteurs in French cities (the
cardinal numer 100 is the numer of 1962)
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Tab.2 Transformation of the vacant house proportion of French cities (the cardinal
numer 100 is the numer of 1962)
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Fig.4 Transformation of the vacant house proportion of French cities (the cardinal
numer 100 is the numer of 1962)
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Tab.3 Population age structure of French historical urban centers and suburbs (%)
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Fig.5 Transformation of the population age structure of French historical urban
centers
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Tab.4 Transformation of the population in French preserved historical city
centers and reconstructed city centers (the cardinal numer 100 is the

numer of 1962)
19624F | 19684 | 1975%F | 19824F | 19904F
SOk 100. 0 86.8 69. 2 59.5 57.5
TR g s X 100.0 92.9 83.8 71.3 65. 1
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Fig.6 Transformation of the population in French preserved historical city
centers and reconstructed city centers (the cardinal numer 100 is the
numer of 1962)
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B (Notes)
(O Chronologie de la Politique Urbaine, 1945-2000. ANAH,

2001: 12-15.
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