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Descriptions of Wuxia in The Scholars
and Their Cultural Implications

SHI Ye,CHEN Lunwen
( Colledge of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University , Shanghai, 200234, China)

Abstract: The Scholars is a novel concerned with scholars, but at the same time it describes a group of Wuxia, those men
adept in Chinese martial arts and given to chivalrous conduct, on purpose, as can be seen from the writer’ s strong admiration of
Wuxia. From his descriptions of Wuxia, this paper thoroughly examines the characteristics of Wuxia as a group, as well as the
reasons for the shaping of their character. Then the paper analyses the cultural implications of the descriptions of Wuxia in the no—
vel. The writer portrays with concentrated attention the image of the group of Wuxia, which is not only a reflection of “group ther—
apy in psychology” , but also an attempt to remake Chinese scholars and rebuild their spirit. Wu Jingzi hoped to save and redeem
Chinese scholars by instilling into their minds the valiant, righteous, and generous spirit of Wuxia so that they might be impelled
to overcome their feebleness, to become enthusiastic and vigorous, and to strive to create an ideal society where peace and happi—
ness prevailed. Accordingly, the portrayal of the image of Wuxia as a group in the novel is not something that is not essential, on
the contrary, it is something that is of profound significance and great effect.

Key words: the Scholars, men adept in martial arts and given to chivalrous conduct, cultural implication, reconstruction
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