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The Old Shanghai Town: A Jiangnan City’ s Sight Evolvement And Its Driving Forces

Wu Junfan
(Institute of H istorical Geograp hy Studies, Fudan University, Shanghat, 200433)

Abstract: T his paper examines the historical process of the urban sight evolvement of the old

Shanghai T own, and tries to discover the major driving forces and analyze the relation between them.

I have finally reached the following conclusion: Lanes formed on creeks had long been the unique spa-

cial expansion mode of the Old Shanghai T own as a result of human invasion and nature of the creeks.

However, in the late of 19th century, based on the traditional environmental condition the Western

public health concept was introduced, and together it changed the old creek using with the result of

creek-filled-in and road built-on practised by municipal office. This new land usuage improved the ur-

ban sight temporarily, on the other hand, it caused more serious problems with the whole creek ecolo-

gy. These facts prove the power between human and nature should be balanced on a proper degree,

and those have some enlightment in urban planning nowadays.

Key words: urban sight; creeks; use mode; environment
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