STUDY ON DEVELOPMENT CHARACTERISTICS AND TRENDS OF SMALL TOWNS IN
THE GLOBAL CITY-REGION: A CASE STUDY ON YANGTZE RIVER DELTA

LUO Zhendong; HE Heming

ABSTRACT: From the perspective of global city-
region, this paper tries to establish the theory of
small town’s evolution in the Yangtze River Delta.
The development characteristics of global city-
region, such as globalized production network, high-
speed transportation network, high-quality intensive
development need, and the upgrading of social
consumption demand, are the main external factors
that accelerate the differentiated development of
small towns. Based on the combination of the
external factors and the natural resources of small
towns, the current development of small towns in
the Yangtze River Delta can be divided into three
types, which are metropolitan integration, regional
growth pole, and public service center. For the
small towns that do not belong to the metropolitan
integration type, there are three development
trends in the future, i.e., to become small cities
with comprehensive functions, to develop into the
featured and vigorous tourism service centers, and

to become the public facility centers that provide
service for the large rural area.

KEYWORDS: small town; global city-region;
urbanization; trend; Yangtze River Delta
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Tab.1 FDI in Yangtze River Delta in 2009
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Tab.2 Transportation accessibility of the six cities in Southern Jiangsu Province
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30min 30min 80min
min (%) min (%) min (%)
17.6 84.4 26.5 78.1 71.4 71.9
26.8 62.2 34.4 51.4 54.5 97.3
25.5 71.8 38.6 52.1 66.0 66.2
15.0 91.5 30.3 72.9 54.0 94.9
19.0 87.5 34.3 65.6 60.7 71.9
15.3 91.9 27.5 73.0 57.9 73.0
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Tab.3 GDP and GDP per capita in Yangtze River Delta in 2010
GDP( ) GDP( )

40516 2 52448 4
27514 5 52421 5
17959 9 93488 1
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Fig.1 Small town evolution in global city-region
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Tab.4 Comparison of town scale in different areas
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Tab.5 Immigrant population in the towns of Wujin District
of Changzhou City in 2010 40.47 22.33

(%)
43.3 ( 2
38.7
38.7 40%
455
38.8 ( )
37.8
39.1
38.3
38.8
44.1
40.6
39.2
37.7

(2011-2030).2012 »>

stoz|

¢ 9

VA

T

87.56km? 2010
1789.79hm? 20.44% 2010 “ 77
7.5 3.02
40.3% 1.2 1/3
(2001 6 ) 2010

MIIATH ONINNVYId ALID

€T0Z 'NV[L T'ON LETTOA

8

2
Fig.2 Spatial layout of main central towns of Changzhou city Fig.3 Spatial layout of satellite towns of Ningbo City

© 1994-2013 China Academic Journal Electronic Publishing House. All rights reserved. http://www.cnki.net



)

4.2

city)

()

2009

100
15

8 15km’

80%

100%

55%

70%

77 (slow

48km

50km?

27

2010 11

15

REFETGH

Fig.4 Frequency of interviewees going to towns (left) and to the urban area of

Changzhou City (right)
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Fig.5 Interviewees’ main purposes to town
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