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Modern Chinese Urban Pop Songs and Spirit of May 4th Movement

Chen Wei & Gui Qiang
Abstract: The article is to reveal the new aesthetic spirit and its social basis by interpreting modern
Chinese urban pop songs from the point of view of the spirit of May 4th and process of Chinese moder-
nity. It point out that these songs are not only business culture and entertainment culture, but also
cultural form containing May 4th spirit in three aspects: the pursuit of freedom, equality and the
emancipation of personality inspired by Enlightenment; the appeal for saving the country and libera-
ting the nation encouraged by patriotism; the quest for popularization and artistic quality of pop songs
under the guidance of civilian’s consciousness. It is beneficial for composing contemporary pop songs
to analyze, evaluate and carry forward the spirit of May 4th movement contained in modern Chinese
urban pop songs.
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