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South Africa: A Large Emerging Country of Africa

SHU Yunguo
( College of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234, China)

Abstract: As a large emerging country of the African continent, South Africa possesses the general characteristics of emer—
ging nations in other regions of the world. For example, it has the essential elements of a big emerging nation; it is developing in
the same pattern as a large emerging country; it is enjoying an increasingly important position in the international community just
like other big developing countries. At the same time, South Africa shows its own unique individual features. Firstly, it is weaker
than other BRIC nations. Secondly, it represents the entire African continent. Thirdly, it has become a member of the BRIC
Group. As a big emerging nation, South Africa has been playing a important role in maintaining the security and stability of the
African continent, in promoting the African integration process, and in creating a powerful United Africa. In the international
community, South Africa has been taking action actively for the benefit of African countries; it has attached great importance to
the south — south cooperation and it has been actively developing good relations with the other members of the BRIC Group; it has
been taking an active part in international activities to enhance or raise its status in the world.

Key words: Soutr Africa,energing country, Africa, BRIC
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