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@ Richard Kilminster and Ian Varcoe, Sociology, Postmodernity and Ex-
ile; an Interview withZygmunt Bauman, Intimations of Postmoderni-
ty, Routledge, 1992, p. 222.

@ Henri Lefebvre, The Production of Space, Oxdord: Blackwell, 1991,
p. 86.
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Consumer Culture and Contemporary China (Symposium)

Wang Ning, Wang Yichuan, Bao Yaming & Lu Yang
Abstract: Wang Ning holds that as a product of postmodern consumer society, consumer culture distingui-
shes itself apparently with the elitist modern culture. While some of its elegant products may well become
elite cultural products, more will be out of fashion along with the elapse of time. Wang Yichuan insists
that consumer culture in contemporary China does not simply follow what Featherstone called the thorou-
ghfare of “commodity world and its structuralization,” instead, due to the intricate functioning of its mul-
tiple elements, it represents a displaced and time twisted dilemma; a consumer spoiled hot body and a criti-
cally reflective mind. To Bao Yaming, however, the logic of consumerism not only becomes the logic of
our social space operation, but also the cultural logic dominating the daily life. Finally, Lu Yang tries to
illustrate that while the cultural Americanization grows to be the core issue each nation faces, it will be a
too naive resolution to dismiss it as a damned consumerism purely stimulated by multiple images, or sound
and furry exactly.

Key words: Consumer culture, Postmodern, Multiple elements, Consumerism, Globalization
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