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The Spirit and Righteousness of a Post — Postmorden City

Thomas Leung
( Metropolitan Culture Research Centre, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234, China)

Abstract; The development of globalization in the West generates “wounded cities” . At the same time, ultra — liberal post
- modern Western culture cultivates egoism, thus resulting in the complete and utter breakdown of urban spintual culture and
morality. The plight of contemporary Western urban culture falls into “alienation” depicted by Marx in his early period. A city
becomes a carceral city due to its use of iron bars as windows, which gives it a prison - like feel. In a righteous city, there should
be a tradition of righteous persons. To solve these contemporary problems of today’ s cities, it is necessary to understand that a
city is a “world in which we co — exist with others”. Here is the starting point to seek a direction that will bring a harmonious ur-
ban culture. Martin Buber suggested an “I - Thou” mode of thinking. The key is to view “others” as complete beings. There
must be a sincere interpersonal relationship. This is the Chinese idea of “renyi”. “Ren” is that part of human nature which sen-
ses a deep, sincere interpersonal communication. “Yi” refers to righteous and proper acts. To design a truly postmodern city, we
must consider the construction of a cultural space to build a spiritual culture that is imbued with “renyi”. We must also consider
“spaces for public dialogues and interaction” , “spaces for quiet meditation” and “spaces for the care and love of those less fortu-
nate” etc. Shanghai World Exposition was an event that various cultures of the world sought mutual respect, appreciation and
harmony. Its spirit will help to resolve modern conflicts and create a mutually sympathetic and harmonious culture, which will
contribute to opening up a mutually sympathetic and harmonious spiritual space for a city.

Key words: post — postmorden, wounded city, alienation, righteous person, sincere interpersonal communication, interper-

sonal relationship, I — Thou relationship
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