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Origin Development and Status Quo of
Researches on the Ancient Roman City

CHEN Hen TAN Sunlian
(Metropolitan Culture Research Centre Shanghai Normal University Shanghai 200234 China)

Abstract: Rome is a great city and it has been recorded and interpreted by countless scholars from different aspects since
ancient times. This paper reviews the origin and develpoment of researches on the ancient Roman city by dividing them into four
stages: classical writers renaissance scholars modern scholars and contemporary scholars and it also briefly surveys the status
quo of relevant domestic studies. By means of this kind of review and summary we can find that scholars of different periods
studied ancient Roman city from completely different perspectives because they lived in different times and cherished different de—
sires. Therefore it can be seen that researches on urban history display a keen sense of times and reality.
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