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Competitiveness in Travel Modes: An Analysis on the Development of Urban
Transit in Chinese Major Cities——The Case of Nanjing
LIU Xianteng

Abstract: The relationship among travel modes is both complementary and competi-
tive. The eventual outcome is a result of "the survival of the fittest” by human se-
lections. Using transportation data of the Nanjing Metropolitan Region, the paper
analyzes three issues, namely the development trend of a variety of travel modes,
people's transportation preferences- and the advantages of individual mode. It con-
cludes that the decline of public transit is a result of natural selection and in the
transitional economy, the government must take actions to increase the competitive-
ness of urban transit so as to reverse the current trend.

Keywords: travel modes; competition for survival; urban transit; Nanjing Metropoli-

tan Region
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