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Discussion about the Development of Shanghai Zhuzhi Ci
in the Process of Urbanization
Zhu Yi’ an

Abstract: During China’ s urbanization in modern times, Zhuzhi Ci reflourished for a period of time
which featured its shift to singing for the mass culture. This shift not only recovered the original function
of Zhuzhi Ci as a genre of vulgar and popular singings but also met the cultural need of the citizens in the
modernization with its form and content. As one genre of verse, Zhuzhi Ci’ s success in reflourishing in
modern times and transforming itself into urban literature depended on its essence of being folk songs and
had a close relationship with the tradition of Yuefu ballads. It is necessary to examine the cultural
meanings and functions of Zhuzhi Ci from the perspective of the modern transformation of traditional
verse, placing Zhuzhi Ci as one part of urban literature and culture.
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