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Achievements and Lessons of Urbanization in Contemporary China

SU Zhiliang
( College of Humanities and Communications Shanghai Normal University Shanghai 200234 China)

Abstract: Since 1980’ s the wave of urbanization has been sweeping the vast land of China irresistibly. China has been ex—
periencing rapid urbanization: cities have been expanding and numerous rural peasants have become urban citizens. However
China’ s cities are faced with serious challenges. With rapid development problems have emerged such as that of following the
trend of blind development which has rendered thousands of cities look alike that of having demolished too many old buildings
which has cut off the cultural context of cities and that of arbitrarily changed urban plans due to lack of long — term strategies.
Undoubtedly ~Chinese urbanization will continue to advance. How to develop our cities both rapidly and healthily? How to main—
tain the cultural context of our cities? How to protect national culture and national history? These are important issues that we
must think over.
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