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Chinese Urban Culture Between 1949 and 1979 .
Process and Reflection, with Focus upon Shanghai

LIU Xuguang
( Metropolitan Culture Research Centre, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234, China)

Abstract; From 1949 to 1980, the cities in China made much effort to construct their urban culture by following the socialist

road, in an attempt to avoid a series of problems of capitalist urban culture. This kind of culture was based on the socialist public

ownership and the planned economy. It was dominated by the working class under the spirit of collectivism. It was against indi-

vidualism and hedonism typical of consumer economy. It was guided by the socialist values and socialist morality. In this culture,

recreational business was strictly controlled, and cultural production was divorced from the cultural market. A complete urban

management system was established in which household registering served as the core, and neighbourhoods, units at various lev-

els, police stations, and local residents’ committees were the main sectors. Public space was restricted and non ~ government or-

ganizations controlled. Thus, a stable, production — based, and highly organized city and urban culture emerged, where equali-

tarianism was practised and every resident’ s livelihood was guaranteed. In this kind of urban culture, the crime rate was low, for

there were no such urban diseases as salacity, gambling, criminal syndicates, and drug abuse; people were not divided into the

rich and the poor; there was no corruption at all. Though this type of culture was transformed historically, yet some of its achieve-

ments are still significant and can be used for reference in the construction of urban culture at present and in the future.

Key words: urban culture, socialism, Shanghai
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