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Humanity and Rationality: The Fundamental Characteristics of

Confucianism in Pre Qin Period
Chen Weiping

Abstract: T he fundamental characteristic of Confucianism is benevolence which is founded by Confu-
cius who integrates humanity and rationality into his thoughts. If we compare Confucius with others
who belong to Mohism, Daoism, and Legalism, we could discern that Mohism integrates humanity
and sensibility into theirr thoughts, Daoism integrates principle of naturalness and relativism into their
thoughts, and Legalism integrates the principle of violence and sensibility into their thoughts. A fter
Confucius, Mencius and Xun Zi develop the fundamental characteristics of Confucianism. They adopt
the good points of other schools and criticized them as dogmatism. And what they have done is the
groundwork for the hegemony of Confucianism.

Key words: Pre Qin Period, Confucianism, characteristics, humanity, rationality
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