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An Analysis of Psychological M odels

of Chinese and Western Culture

DENG Xiao- mang
( Department of Philosophy, Huazhong University of Science and Technology, Wuhan, Hubei, 430074, PRC)

[ Abstract] T he feature of Chinese culture is normally regarded as “H eaven and Man all in one”, though
there are also some cases when they are divided, but ultimately which are all in one, or even chaos where
they become a whole. Whereas, western culture is 3-dimension model of godnature man where those
three issues are from indivisibility to divisibility, and its final aim is to achieve being one entity. But the
three items must go through a process of contradictions, where they cant go back to the status of being
undivided. In ancient times, all nations around the world were “ Heaven and Man all in one” while
“Heaven” referred to both Nature and God, so it was “ Natural Religion”, and Nature, God, Man
became a whole entity. In China, ancient “ Heaven and Man all in one” or Chaotic undivided situation
was not changed, butfollowed. God and N ature were referred as “Heaverr Tao”, in which the aspects of
God and Man amalgamated was “Santos”, and the aspect of Nature and Man amalgamated was called
“Genuine Human”. Confucianism promotes being Santos while T aoism promotes being Genuine Human.
Those are two different meanings to “Heaven and Man all in one”. Inthe West, from Greek myth, there
developed a division between the old gods representing nature and the new gods representing spiritual
lives, and 3D model of “ GodNature Man” was constructed. Nevertheless, this division was seen in
different means in medieval Christianity and modern times, which reflects different features from Chinese
culture.
[ Key words] Chinese and Western Culture; H eaven and M an all in one; God Nature-Man; Confucianism-
Taoisnr Buddhism; Myth; Christianity

( kA RE)

10



